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§ 701.46 Aggregating requests.
Except for commercial requesters, a

naval activity may not charge for the
first 2 hours of search time or for the
first 100 pages of reproduction. A re-
quester may not file multiple requests
at the same time each seeking portions
of a document or documents to avoid
payment of fees. When a naval activity
reasonably believes that a requester or,
a group of requesters acting in concert
is attempting to break a request into a
series of requests to evade fees, the
naval activity may aggregate the re-
quests and charge accordingly. In de-
termining whether it is reasonable to
aggregate the requests, consider the
time period of the requests. For exam-
ple, it would be reasonable to presume
that multiple requests of this type
made within a 30-day period had been
made to avoid fees. It is harder to
make that presumption for requests
over a longer time period. Before ag-
gregating requests from more than one
requester, naval activities must have a
concrete basis to conclude that the re-
questers are acting in concert to avoid
payment of fees. Naval activities may
not aggregate multiple requests from
one requester on unrelated subjects.

§ 701.47 Effect of the Debt Collection
Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97-365).

The Debt Collection Act of 1982 (Pub.
L. 97-365) provides for a minimum an-
nual rate of interest on overdue debts
to the Federal Government. Naval ac-
tivities may charge an interest penalty
for fees outstanding 30 days from the
date of billing (the first demand no-
tice). The interest rate shall be as pre-
scribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717. Naval activi-
ties should verify the current interest
rate with respective accounting and fi-
nance offices. After one demand letter
has been sent and 30 calendar days
have lapsed with no payment, naval ac-
tivities may submit the debt to the re-
spective accounting and finance offices
for collection under the Debt Collec-
tion Act of 1982.

§ 701.48 Computation of fees.
The fee schedule in Subpart D of this

part shall be used to compute search,
review (in the case of commercial re-
questers), and duplication costs for
processing FOIA requests. Costs shall

be computed on time actually spent.
Time-based and dollar-based minimum
charges for search, review (in the case
of commercial requesters), and duplica-
tion are not authorized.

§ 701.49 Collection of fees.
Collect FOIA fees when providing the

documents to the requester when the
requester specifically states that costs
are acceptable or acceptable up to a
specified amount. Collection may not
be made in advance unless the re-
quester has failed to pay previously as-
sessed fees within 30 calendar days
from the date of the billing by the
naval activity, or the naval activity
determines the fee will be in excess of
$250.

§ 701.50 Search time costs.
The following schedules outline au-

thorized fees:
(a) Manual search.

Type Grade Hourly
Rate

Clerical .................... E9/GS8 and below ............. $12
Professional ............ 01-06/GS9-GS/GM15 ......... 25
Executive ................ 07/GS/GM16/ES1 and

above.
45

(b) Computer search. Computer search
is based on the direct cost of the cen-
tral processing unit, input-output de-
vices, and memory capacity of the
computer configuration. The cost of
computer search is based on the com-
puter operator/programmer’s time in
determining how to conduct and subse-
quently executing the search and is
charged at the rate of a manual search.

(c) Duplication costs.

Type Cost per Page

Pre-printed material (i.e., unaltered direc-
tives, publications) ............................... $.02

Office copy (i.e., xeroxed copies) ............ .15
Microfiche ................................................ .25

Computer copies (tapes or reprints) ....... Actual cost 1

1 This means the cost of duplicating the tape or printout,
which includes the operator’s time and cost of the tape.

(d) Review time (only applies in the case
of commercial requesters).

Type Grade Hourly
Rate

Clerical .................... E9/GS8 and below ............. $12
Professional ............ 01-06/GS9-GS/GM15 ......... 25
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